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Go to www.easa.europa.eu/en

Choose EASA Pro

https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/


Hover with your mouse over ”Regulations”



Press Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) to find documents
regarding rules and regulations for UAS operations in the EU.



The official name of the regulation is
”Commision Implementation Regulation (EU) 
2019/947 of May 2019 — Rules and procedures for 
the operation of unmanned aircraft”

2019/945 is included in the Easy Access version.

Press to go to the consolidated version.



On this page, you can download
implementing regulation (EU) 
2019/947 - Easy Access Version.

Scroll to ”Publications” and 
download the document as PDF.

Go to this page

Every once in a while, 
the consolidated version 
is updated.
Remember to 
redownload occasionally.

https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/document-library/easy-access-rules/easy-access-rules-unmanned-aircraft-systems-regulations-eu
https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/document-library/easy-access-rules/easy-access-rules-unmanned-aircraft-systems-regulations-eu


If you have opened the PDF using Adobe Acrobat, 
press the bookmark symbol in the upper left
corner to access the table of contents.

If you have opened the PDFen in your browser, 
there is usually a similar symbol.

This is a very useful tool since the table of content
stretches from page 6 to page 14 (in this version).

Looks like this in 
Google Chrome

Look like this is 
Microsoft Edge



Using the table of content you can easily navigate and 
find what you are looking for.

Press the arrows to open subheadings.

First part, Cover Regulation, contains the base for the 
regulation. It also contains useful definitions in article 2.



The most relevent parts of Cover Regulation for you as an operator 
and/or remote pilot in the open category:
• Article 4 - ‘Open’ category of UAS operations
• Article 7 - Rules and procedures for the operation of UAS
• Article 8 - Rules and procedures for the competency of remote pilots
• Article 9 - Minimum age for remote pilots
• Article 14 - Registration of UAS operators and certified UAS

…Of course there are also other important parts!



The annexes are also important! 
Annex Part-A, UAS operations in the ‘open’ category, is the 
annex for you as an operator and/or remote pilot in the open
category.



Part-A - UAS operations in the ‘open’ category is divided in 
seven “chapters”

Most EASY Access Rules documents have a similar structure.

Part-A consists of:
• UAS.OPEN.010 General provisions
• UAS.OPEN.020 UAS operations in subcategory A1
• UAS.OPEN.030 UAS operations in subcategory A2
• UAS.OPEN.040 UAS operations in subcategory A3
• UAS.OPEN.050 Responsibilities of the UAS operator
• UAS.OPEN.060 Responsibilities of the remote pilot
• UAS.OPEN.070 Duration and validity of the remote pilot 

online theoretical competency and certificates of remote 
pilot competency



The structure of the regulations
Part-A is regulations about UAS operations in the open category, the first
”chapter” is UAS.OPEN.010 General provisions

UAS means that it belongs to 2019/947.
.OPEN means that is belongs in Part-A, UAS operations in the ‘open’ category
.010 in the unique number of this particular rule

All rules have a similar structure.



In the table of contents, press the arrow to access 
subheadings.

Often, there are both associated AMC & GM.

For example, UAS.OPEN.040 about operations in 
subcategory A3 have one AMC and two GMs.



In other regulations, a chapter may be called subpart.

En subpart can be divided into multiple sections.
Subpart-D in this example is divided in two sections.
One subpart for regulations regarding Aeroplanes (fixed wing)
They are called NCO.IDE.A.xxx

One subpart for regulations regarding Helicopters
They are called NCO.IDE.H.xxx

This is an example from Regulation (EU) 965/2012 Air Operations



UAS.OPEN.040 about operations in subcategory A3 have one AMC and two 
GMs.

That means the regulation have three ”levels”

It contains
IR – Implementing Rule

AMC – Acceptable Means of Compliance

GM – Guidance Material

They are easy to distinguish by the color of the background.
IR has a blue background, AMC is yellow, GM is green.



IR – Implementing Rule

Easy Access Rules are consolidated documents, compilations of
all legal acts and changes to make it more comprehensible.

Every IR belong to a regulation or implementing regulation.

You can see which in the upper right corner, nothing you need to 
care about when reading an easy access document.

An IR can be called ”hard law”.

Regulations
Regulations are legal acts that apply 
automatically and uniformly to all EU countries 
as soon as they enter into force, without needing 
to be transposed into national law. They are 
binding in their entirety on all EU countries.

Implementing acts
Implementing acts are legally binding acts that 
enable the Commission – under the supervision 
of committees consisting of EU countries’ 
representatives – to set conditions that ensure 
that EU laws are applied uniformly.

Source: https://commission.europa.eu/law/law-making-process/types-eu-law_en

https://commission.europa.eu/law/law-making-process/types-eu-law_en


AMC – Acceptable Means of Compliance

An AMC can be considered a clarification of an IR.
It is used to explain what is expected to comply with the regulation of an IR.

An AMC can be called ’soft law’ but shall be complied with unless you can show another way to comply
with the regulation in a safe and acceptable way.
This is called and AltMoc. This is usually for larger organisations rather than a private person operating a 
single UAS in the open category.

Definition of an AMC:
Acceptable means of compliance are non-binding standards issued by EASA which may be used by 
persons and organisations to demonstrate compliance with Regulation (EU) 2018/1139 and the 
delegated and implementing acts adopted on the basis thereof.

https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/document-library/easy-access-rules/easy-access-rules-basic-regulation-regulation-eu-20181139


AMC – Acceptable Means of Compliance
FAQ about AMC published by EASA

Source: https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/the-agency/faqs/acceptable-
means-compliance-amc-and-alternative-means-compliance-altmoc

https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/the-agency/faqs/acceptable-means-compliance-amc-and-alternative-means-compliance-altmoc


AMC – Acceptable Means of Compliance

Source: https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/the-agency/faqs/acceptable-
means-compliance-amc-and-alternative-means-compliance-altmoc

FAQ about AMC published by EASA

https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/the-agency/faqs/acceptable-means-compliance-amc-and-alternative-means-compliance-altmoc


GM – Guidance Material

As the name implies, GM is an explanation to an IR and/or an AMC to further 
help the reader understand.

Definition of a GM:
Guidance material is non-binding material issued by EASA which helps to 
illustrate the meaning of a requirement or specification and is used to 
support the interpretation of Regulation (EU) 2018/1139, the delegated and 
implementing acts adopted on the basis thereof, certification specifications 
and acceptable means of compliance.

https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/document-library/easy-access-rules/easy-access-rules-basic-regulation-regulation-eu-20181139


QUIZ
Test your ability to navigate in the regulation – can you find the 
answer to the question in EASA Easy Access version of
implementing regulation (EU) 2019/947?

The answer to each question is on the next page

Questions and answers were written in September 2024. Please observe changes in the document may have occured since.



Question 1
”Everyone” knows the maximum 
allowed height to fly a drone in the 
open category is 120m AGL.

Where in the regulation can you find
that?



Answer question 1
It is actually stated in multiple chapters and paragraphs. 

The first time it is mentioned is in ”cover regulation”, 
Article 4 - ‘Open’ category of UAS operations



Question 2
An old friend of yours runs an advertisement agency, they are
going to promote a new hotel on a public beach. Your friend
knows you have a nice drone and asks you if you can help
shooting some nice footage.

In the same sentence, your friend also mentions the new hotel
is 135m high. You know that you are only allowed to fly 120m
AGL, but what if it’s an ’obstacle’? Can you fly above it despite
that would require flying higher than 120m AGL?



Answer question 2
Annex Part A, UAS.OPEN.010(3) states: 
”When flying an unmanned aircraft within a horizontal distance of 50 metres from 
an artificial obstacle taller than 105 metres, the maximum height of the UAS 
operation may be increased up to 15 metres above the height of the obstacle at 
the request of the entity responsible for the obstacle.”

GM1 UAS.OPEN.010 contains an 
explanatory illustration.



Question 3
The drone you are planning to use for the shoot is a C1-drone.
There are still some construction workers finishing the last
details. You have read that you shall not plan to overfly
uninvolved people with a C1-drone. Where can you find the
definition of uninvolved persons? Can you make them involved
somehow?



Answer question 3
I cover regulation, article 2, there is a list of definitions.
Item (18) states:
”‘uninvolved persons’ means persons who are not participating in 
the UAS operation or who are not aware of the instructions and 
safety precautions given by the UAS operator;”

In GM1 to article 2, there is a whole page explaining uninvolved 
persons.
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