
BAN ON THE DISCHARGE OF SEWAGE 
FROM ALL RECREATIONAL CRAFT

As from 1 April 2015, all recreational craft being used 
within the territorial waters of Sweden, that is within 
12 nautical miles of the coast, are banned from dischar-
ging sewage into the sea, lakes and internal waters. The 
ban applies to all recreational craft, except those listed 
for preservation, as well as to foreign recreational craft 
being used within the territorial waters of Sweden.

Sewage refers to any discharge of waste water and 
other waste from any type of toilet, including portable 
toilets.

The main purpose of the discharge ban is to reduce 
the discharge of phosphorus and nitrogen into Swedish 
waters. Through UN conventions and EU regulations as 

well as agreements with the other countries surroun-
ding the Baltic Sea, Sweden has agreed to reduce the 
discharge of phosphorus, nitrogen and other substances.  

If, up to the present, you have discharged the sewage 
directly into the water and wish to continue to use the 
toilet within the territorial waters of Sweden, the toilet 
must be equipped with a tank that can be emptied on 
land. Alternatively, you may stop using the toilet and go 
ashore, or use a portable toilet, earth closet, incinera-
tion toilet or similar.

www.transportstyrelsen.se/en/shipping/ Tr
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